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These Germans!

Tt is hardly believable what delight the Germans take in
such fellows, who by their singing, their chattering and
screaming, their leaping and scuffling, make such a clamour
that the room threatens to collapse.

ERASMUS, 1467-1536

No longer are the Germans men, for now like children all
That look on something new and strange, they stamp and
roar and call.

FRIEDRICH VON LOGAU,   1604-1655

In the Germans, if one mark them closely, one finds imitation
everywhere, though indeed it may be more or less disguised.
Even in our trade of fighting for pay we are imitating the
defence of the fatherland.

GEORG CHRISTOPH LICHTENBERG,   1742-1799

It seems to me that the German reveals his powers pre-
eminently in original works in which a more singular mind
has shown him the way. In other words, he possesses the
art of being most perfectly original when he is imitating.
He is sensitive to forms, and can seize them in a moment, and
he can pipe his tune in any key that has been given him by a
more original foreigner.

GEORG CHRISTOPH LICHTENBERG,   1742-1799